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BCF Children’s Day Special Event
on Sunday
2:00 PM, October 20, 2013
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.
122 S. California Ave. Monrovia, CA91016

Please Come and Join!
Hope to see you all!
In Christ,
B.C.F

October 6, 2013

Children are a heritage from the LORD, offspring a reward from Him.
Psalms.137:3

World Communion Sunday offers congregations a distinctive opportunity to
experience Holy Communion in the context of the global community of faith.
World Communion Sunday – celebrated the first Sunday in October – is one of
the most venerable of “special Sundays.”
The first Sunday of October has become a time when Christians in every culture
break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the
Church.
On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole body of believers.
Christians celebrate the communion liturgy in as many ways as there are
congregations. World Communion Sunday can be both a profound worship
experience and a time for learning more about our wider community of faith.

Jesus loves the little children of the world
Let us lift up the children we love.
Let us lift up the children we’ve met.
Let us lift up the promise in children’s heart.
Let us lift up children all over the world.
‘Cause, they’re all precious in Jesus Sight.

Bible Verses about the Discipline of Children
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Proverbs 13:24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves
him is diligent to discipline him.
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Proverbs 23:13-14 Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike
him with a rod, he will not die. If you strike him with the rod, you will
save his soul from Sheol.
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Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to
himself brings shame to his mother
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Proverbs 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give
delight to your heart.
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Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
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A successful business man
was growing old and knew it
was time to choose a
successor to take over the
business. Instead of choosing one of his Directors or his children, he
decided to do something different. He called all the young executives in
his company together.
He said, "It is time for me to step down and choose the next CEO. I
have decided to choose one of you. The young executives were shocked,
but the boss continued. "I am going to give each one of you a SEED today
- one very special SEED. I want you to plant the seed, water it, and come
back here one year from today with what you have grown from the seed I
have given you. I will then judge the plants that you bring, and the one I
choose will be the next CEO."
One man, named Jim, was there that day and he, like the others,
received a seed. He went home and excitedly, told his wife the story. She
helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he planted the seed.
Everyday, he would water it and watch to see if it had grown.
After about three weeks, some of the other executives began to talk
about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to grow.
Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever grew. Three weeks,
four weeks, five weeks went by, still nothing. By now, others were talking
about their plants, but Jim didn't have a plant and he felt like a failure.
Six months went by -- still nothing in Jim's pot. He just knew he
had killed his seed. Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had
nothing. Jim didn't say anything to his colleagues, however. He just kept
watering and fertilizing the soil - He so wanted the seed to grow.
A year finally went by and all the young executives of the
company brought their plants to the CEO for inspection. Jim told his wife
that he wasn't going to take an empty pot. But she asked him to be

honest about what happened. Jim felt sick to his stomach, it was going to
be the most embarrassing moment of his life, but he knew his wife was
right.
He took his empty pot to the board room. When Jim arrived, he
was amazed at the variety of plants grown by the other executives. They
were beautiful -- in all shapes and sizes.
Jim put his empty pot on the floor and many of his colleagues
laughed, a few felt sorry for him!
When the CEO arrived, he surveyed the room and greeted his
young executives. Jim just tried to hide in the back. "My, what great
plants, trees, and flowers you have grown," said the CEO. "Today one of
you will be appointed the next CEO!"
All of a sudden, the CEO spotted Jim at the back of the room with
his empty pot. He ordered the Financial Director to bring him to the
front. Jim was terrified. He thought, "The CEO knows I'm a failure! Maybe
he will have me fired!"
When Jim got to the front, the CEO asked him what had happened
to his seed - Jim told him the story.
The CEO asked everyone to sit down except Jim. He looked at Jim,
and then announced to the young executives, "Behold your next Chief
Executive Officer! His name is Jim!"

* If you plant honesty, you will reap trust
* If you plant goodness, you will reap friends
* If you plant humility, you will reap greatness
* If you plant perseverance, you will reap contentment
* If you plant consideration, you will reap perspective
* If you plant hard work, you will reap success
* If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation
* If you plant faith in God, you will reap a harvest
So, be careful what you plant now; it will determine what you will reap
later..
"Whatever You Give To Life, Life Will Give Back To You"
Jean MacArthur
May-01-2010
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Halloween History
Halloween is the one of the oldest holidays still celebrated today. It's one
of the most popular holidays, second only to Christmas. While millions of
people celebrate Halloween without knowing its origins and myths, the
history and facts of Halloween make the holiday more fascinating.
Some people view Halloween as a time for fun, putting on costumes,
trick-or-treating, and having theme parties. Others view it as a time of
superstitions, ghosts, goblins and evil spirits that should be avoided at all
costs.

Jim couldn't believe it. Jim couldn't even grow his seed.
"How could he be the new CEO?" the others said.
Then the CEO said, "One year ago today, I gave everyone in this
room a seed. I told you to take the seed, plant it, water it, and bring it
back to me today. But I gave you all boiled seeds; they were dead - it was
not possible for them to grow.
All of you, except Jim, have brought me trees and plants and
flowers. When you found that the seed would not grow, you substituted
another seed for the one I gave you. Jim was the only one with the
courage and honesty to bring me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, he
is the one who will be the New Chief Executive Officer!"

As the Christian debate goes on, celebrating Halloween is a preference
that is not always viewed as participating in an evil holiday. Halloween is
often celebrated with no reference to pagan rituals or the occult.
Halloween is on October 31st, the last day of the Celtic calendar. It was
originally a pagan holiday, honoring the dead. Halloween was referred to
as All Hallows Eve and dates back to over 2000 years ago.
All Hallows Eve is the evening before All Saints Day, which was created by
Christians to convert pagans, and is celebrated on November 1st. The
Catholic Church honored saints on this designated day.

Origin of Halloween
While there are many versions of the origins and old customs of
Halloween, some remain consistent by all accounts. Different cultures
view Halloween somewhat differently but traditional Halloween practices
remain the same.
Halloween culture can be traced back to the Druids, a Celtic culture in
Ireland, Britain and Northern Europe. Roots lay in the feast of Samhain,
which was annually on October 31st to honor the dead.
Samhain signifies "summers end" or November. Samhain was a harvest
festival with huge sacred bonfires, marking the end of the Celtic year and
beginning of a new one. Many of the practices involved in this
celebration were fed on superstition.
The Celts believed the souls of the dead roamed the streets and villages
at night. Since not all spirits were thought to be friendly, gifts and treats
were left out to pacify the evil and ensure next years crops would be
plentiful. This custom evolved into trick-or-treating.

Ten Reasons Christians Should Not Celebrate Halloween
Many in our secular society believe Halloween is nothing more than a
harmless festival that allows kids to collect candy. But is it? Its origins lie
deeply rooted in the occult, and Christians should stay away. Here are ten
reasons why.
1. October 31st has long been known as "The Festival of the Dead." The
Celtic tribes and their priests the Druids celebrated this day as a marker
for the change from life to death.
2. Halloween today is performed usually by adherents of witchcraft who
use the night for their rituals. Witches celebrate Halloween as the "Feast
of Samhain," the first feast of the witchcraft year. Being a festival of the
dead, Halloween is a time when witches attempt to communicate with
the dead through various forms of divination.
3. Christians should not be involved with occultic practice or divination.
Note God's command against divination in Deuteronomy 18.

4. Occultists believe Halloween is a time of transition between life and
death. Some occult practitioners practiced divination and believed you
could learn the secrets of life and wisdom by Iying on a grave and
listening to the messages from the long-departed.
5. Occultists also taught that spirits and ghosts left the grave during this
night and would seek out warmth in their previous homes. Villagers,
fearful of the possibility of being visited by the ghosts of past occupants,
would dress up in costumes to scare the spirits on their way. They would
also leave food and other treats at their door to appease the spirits so
they would not destroy their homes or crops but instead move on down
the road. That is the real reason why kids dress up in costumes today and
go door-to-door seeking treats.
6. Occultists also would try to scare away the spirits by carving a scary
face into a pumpkin. This horrible visage would hopefully move the spirit
on to another home or village and spare that home from destruction.
Sometimes the villagers would light a candle and place it within the
pumpkin and use it as a lantern (hence the name, Jack-o-Lantern). This is
the origin of carving pumpkins at Halloween.
7. In some witchcraft covens, the closing ritual includes eating an apple or
engaging in fertility rites. In the Bible (Genesis 3), eating a piece of fruit
brought sin and death into the world. In witchcraft, eating an apple is
symbolic of bringing life. The practice of bobbing for apples brings
together two pagan traditions: divination and the fertility ritual.
8. Schools are removing any religious significance from Christmas (often
called winter break) and Easter (spring break). Isn't it ironic that most
public schools still celebrate Halloween even though it has occultic
origins?
9. Participating in Halloween gives sanction to a holiday that promotes
witches, divination, haunted houses, and other occultic practices.
10. Christians should avoid Halloween and develop creative alternatives.
Churches can hold a Fall Fun Festival and/or celebrate Reformation Day
(also October 31). They should not endorse or promote Halloween.

